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NW Minnesota CoC 

The Northwest MN Collaboration on Housing & Homelessness 
 

Youth Homelessness Demonstration Project 

 FAQs for April 19, 2019 

1. Can YHDP fund emergency shelter beds for youth and young 
adults? 

No, ES is not a project component of the CoC Program (YHDP follows CoC 
guidelines).  It’s an ESG (Emergency Solutions Grant) project component.  In 
Minnesota, ESG funds are administered by Minn. DHS/OEO.  In general, 
projects can’t use YHDP funds for anything that wasn’t outlined in the CCP. 

2. Is there a description of progressive engagement we should be 
using. 

Veteran’s Administration:  Progressive Engagement is an approach to 
helping households end their homelessness as rapidly as possible, despite 
barriers, with minimal financial and support resources. More supports are 
offered to those households who struggle to stabilize and cannot maintain their 
housing without assistance. 

There is not a HUD definition of progressive engagement.  It’s an approach to 
how you do your work.  The VA definition above reflects HUD’s intent.  The goal 
is to maximize the people we can help with funds available so the idea is to start 
with more minimal support and then increase it if needed.   

3.  Will we do training on E-LOCCs and APRs for those who need 
it?   
Yes, this is HUD-specific training and we can make it available. 
 

4. Can there be two large grants for the region? 

It depends on how the applications are scored and the strengths of each 
application.  In general, so long as all of the region is covered and the 
application is consistent with the Coordinated Community Plan, there is no 
reason we would not consider a particular approach. 

5.  What can the HMIS line item cover?   

Unfortunately, there is not a lot of extra funding for the NW YHDP projects.  In 
general, CoC regulations allow HMIS funds to cover license fees, purchase of 
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required technology (i.e. a computer or monitor), HMIS staff training, and to 
pay for staff time for HMIS data entry. 

6.  Which line item should the navigator position go in on the 
budget form? 
Youth navigators and the cost of all services associated with youth 
navigation should be included on the “supportive services” budget line 
item. As instructed on the budget form, those services costs should be 
broken out in the second table on the budget form. 
 

7. How soon do clients have to let you know about a change in 
income?  Re-verify just as you would regularly for the CoC program.   
Usually this is minimally on an annual basis.  However, program 
participants should also be informed that they need to let housing 
providers know in a timely manner whenever there is a change to income 
(up or down). 
 

8. Is it 30% of client net income or gross income that needs to be 
counted toward the client’s share of rent? 
 
Apologies.  Stay tuned for this answer. 

 


